&k non-profit corporation to 

promote. the preservation and 
development of buildings of 

historical and architectural 
significance in New London, 

Connecticut, beginning with 

Un*on Railroad Station. 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


Saturday, August 26 
“Bus trip to Quincy Market and the 

new North Market Building. For reservations 

call Sharon Plummer at 443-4751. 


Tuesday, August 29 at 7:30 p.m, 


Monthly Board of Directors meeting 
at New London Public Library. 


Sunday, September 3, 9:30-1:00 p.m. 


Fort Trumbull open to the public for 
reenactment of the Battle of Groton Heights. 
See Page 2 for details. 


Saturday, September 8, 6:00-9:00 
Pot-Luck dinner to help finish the film. 
Fiver enclosed. 


Friday, September 22, 7:00-I1:00 p.m. 


Opening of photographs by Tom Hahn at 
}2 Perkins Green, a gallery located at 332 
Bank Street. “nese are pictures of New London 
buildings of historical and architectural 
significance. They will be on display for 
one week. All members of NLL-URST, Inc. are 
invited to attend. 


COMING THIS WINTER 


A lecture series on topics in 
preservation. 


HHH, 


'The nomination of the Armstrong-Perry 
Block plus theatre building to the National 
Register has been approved for study. This 
group of buildings at 314-332 Bank Street 
includes the New Orpheum Theatre and the 
Armstrong-Perry building. The latter is a 
three storefront block, built in 1903, with 
decorative cut brownstone facade ornament- 
ation in the style of Louis Sullivan. 
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IT'S A LANDMARK 


During the last half of the nineteenth century 
and first fifteen years of the twentieth, New 
London's "Pequot Colony" became a fashionable 
gathering site for many wealthy and notable 
visitors. The "Colony" referred to the south- 
ern portion of the city where many congregated 
to enjoy the water, and it centered around 

the Pequot House (a hotel which burned down 

in 1908), the casino, and the "summer cottages". 
One cottage, located at 851 Montauk Avenue, 
became known as BishopCottage #3. 


The Stick style house, with grey clapboards, 
verandas on the first and second floors, and 
elaborate white tracery over the porches, is 
suituated next to the Pequot Chapel. It was 
built in 1876, four years after the chapel. 
Unlike many of the more ornate later "cottages", 
this one was never meant to be a single family 
dwelling. Rather, its builders, Gilbert, 
Henry and Charles Bishop (relatives of John 


Bishop who built the Starr Street Greek Revivals) 


intended it as a multi-unit tourist house which 


they would retain as a business venture. 

Upon purchasing the house, the present owners, 
Frank McGuire and Jane Holdsworth, found 
sinks in some of the second floor rooms and 
clothes hooks lining the walls of the third 
floor, attesting to the house's multiple 
occupancy. 


Much of the house remains as it was original- 
ly intended. Inside, only the kitchen has 
been enlarged from what was once a back 

hail, kitchen and pantry. The exterior is 
only slightly different from early photos- 

the windows once sported shutters and the 
second floor veranda had a high railing 

in addition to that which presently exists. 
Even the house's grey color is only a shade 
darker than it was first painted. 


continued on page 4 
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FORT TRUMBULL OPEN 


On Saturday, September 3, Fort Trumbull will — 
be open to the public as the Groton Bank 
Historical Association presents a reenact- 

ment of the Battle of Groton Heights. The 
Second Connecticut Regiment will be encamped. 

at Fort Trumbull from 9:30 a.m. conducting 
drills, and at 1:00 p.m. will row across 

the Thames River to join other Colonial 

troops at Fort Griswold, 


NLL-URST will provide brochures with a 
self-guided tour of the fort and information 
about the Fort Trumbull Heritage Center. 
Panels with photographs about the center 
will be set up, and members of NLL-URST will 
be available to answer questions and discuss 
the plans for the center. 


.Fort Trumbull commands a magnificent view 
of the New London harbor. The grounds are 
lovely for enjoying a picnic lunch, relaxing 
and participating in the festivities. So 
take advantage ef this unique opportunity, 
and make Fort Trumbull Pee of your 

Labor Day Plans. 


PE 


NLL-URST URGES oceans: OF DEMOLITION 
ORDINANCE . , 


On Sugust 7, NLL-URST presented the New 
London City Council with copies of a demo- 
lition ordinance recently adopted by the 
City of Hartford, recommending a resolution 
be passed to establish a similar ordinance 
in the city. The ordinance is a means of 
notifying the public of intent to demolish 
a building by requiring a permit for the 
demolition, and a notice of intent to apply 
for the permit. 


A legal notice of the application for a 
permit would be published in the local 
newspaper at least 90 days before issuance 
of the permit. Any preservation organiza- ~ 
tion within the city, such as ourselves, 
and any group concerned with the socio- 
economic development of the neighborhood 
where the building is located, would be 
notified within the same time period. 


Property owners within 150 feet of the 


property on which the structure stands 


- would also be entitled to notification. 


A sign would be erected on the property, 
easily visible to the passerby, announci 1g 
the application for a demolition permit, 


These restrictions would not be placed on 
structures of less than 500 square feet 
floor space, those buildings which have 


no part visible from a public street, 
or on applications for demolition because 
of a threat to public health or safety. 


The ordinance is on the agenda of the 
Economic Development Committee and ‘will 
be discussed at the August 14 meeting. 


Hitt 


ANOTHER TRAIN STATION SAVED 


Grand Central Terminal in New York City, 
a grandiose example of the Beaux-Arts 
tradition in architecture, was rescued 
from bastardization by a U. S. Supreme 
Court decision June 26. 


The 1913 station was designated a landmark 
in 1967 by the New York City Landmark 
Preservation Commission. Five months later, 


.Penn Central, owners of the station, announce 


plans to lease the air rights for construc- 
tion of an office tower. Both design 
proposals were rejected by the Commission, 
and Penn Central went to court, claiming 
violation of property rights. 


The U. S. Supreme Court decision upholds 
the ruling of the State Court of Appeals: 
that a city has the right to make landmark 
designations to protect specific properties 
and to halt their demolition or alteration. 


The ruling is a victory for preservation 
efforts across the country. More than 50u 
communities already have preservation laws. 
Many others, which have hesitated because 
of fear of legal challenges, are now free 
to enact such legislation. 


This is a precedent-setting case, and will 


- be used in many preservation lawsuits still 


to come. Historic preservation is a much 
stronger movement today in light of the 


U. S. Supreme Court decision. 


THE PRESERVATION WATCH 


New London has become aware of the importance 


of its architectural heritage. But is also 
must begin to consider the architectural 
heritage we will transmit to future gener- 
ations. Concern with the quality of new 
construction in the city, particularly as 


it relates to our older neighborhoods, is 
as important as seeing that our fine older 


buildings are properly adapted and renovated. 


Recent demolition in the city-due to fires- 
has resulted in potential building sites 
along Truman Street and at the corner 
opposite the New London Public Library. 
Because this land is privately owned, the 
owners must only meet the building codes 
of the city. They need not conform to any 
design guidelines or concern themselves 
with the impact of inappropriate design on 
their own property values or those of the 
surrounding neighborhood. Scale, site 
planning, building materials, roof line, 
architectural ornamentation should be a 
consideration of any building. But often, 
it's easiest and cheapest to do the least 
required. And at the present time, New 
London only requires meeting the building 
code. 


3m 


Tilley Street. 


Two examples of inappropriate buildings, 
from an architectural viewpoint, can be 


seen in the three small houses located on 


Ocean Avenue, near Hillside Road, and the 
three-family house under construction on 
The former is a graphic 
demonstration of poor site planning and.a 
cookie-cutter approach to building, while 
the latter example promises mediocrity 
among a collection of fine old Victorian 
town houses. 


, Our organization will be studying the 


feasibility of a Board of Architectural 
Review over the summer months. A full 
report will be made in the fall, and this 
will be followed by a proposal to City 
Council for some sort of Design Review 
mechanism’ for selected areas of the city. 


Your comments are invited, Please contact - 


Carrie Makover at 442-7459 or write to 
40 Mott Avenue, New London, 


Carrie Makover 


Membership Categories 


$3 Student/Senior Citizen 


5 Regular 
10 Family 


Membership Application 
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$25 Contributor 
50 Patron 
150 Life 


I enclose my remittance for $ Tor membership (s) in 
New London Landmarks--Union Railroad Station Trust, Inc. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS PHONE 


We need your help! 
buildings, research age, 
publish newsletters, etc, 


Return this application to: 


Please volunteer to help conduct tours, 
ownership of structures, raise funds, 
OUC es eee o4 


survey 


P. G6. Box 1134, New London, CT 06320 


HISTORIC SURVEY IN PROGRESS NEW MEMBERS 


We welcome the following to our membership 
Several members of NLL-URST,Inc. are 


working for the New London District New London 
study Committee completing forms on 
buildings of architectural merit and. | Anne S. Baline 
historical importance, . Mrs. Walter Beaney 
Mr/Mrs. John H. Bray 
The inventory is funded through a Roselyn Braunstein 
grant from the Cornecticut Historical © Geraldine Drabik 
Commission, and provides monies for Dr/Mrs. Martin Feldman 
photographs and personnel to organize Mrs. Malcolm Greenaway 
and survey the area, _ Carole Hall 
. Camille Hanlon 
The information gathered in this _ Klingerman Travel 
study will be made available to the David Kolch © 
public, and will be used by the City Sylvia Norris 
of New London in efforts to restore, Gertrude Osborne 
preserve and identify areas within the _ une Patterson 
city Of Historical importance, Dr/Mrs. David Peterson 
Mr/Mrs. Joseph Rinoski 
The district being surveyed includes Bertram Rossiter 
the Post Hill District, the downtown . Mrs. E.P. Rivard 
area, the Hempstead Street area, and Kaye Vathaeur 
the Cape Ann area, : Mr/Mrs.. Ralph E. Wadleigh 
. Hit Constance Castagna-Waterford 
_ continued from nage 1 é Cindy Cochran-Oakdale 
Bessie Dallas-Waterford 
Bishop Cottage #3 remained in the Bishop Mary Virginia Goodman~Noank 
family until 1970. The last.member of the Rose Lewis-Waterford 
Bishop family to own it was Estelle R. Van Shelia Logan-Gales Ferry 
Winkle, the wife of Edgar B. Van Winkle, Barbara Murch-Mystic 
a well-known New London eccentric. The . Sophie Pilecki-Quaker Hill 
cottage was the Bishop's year round residence. Lillian Sticht-Taftville 
It was not until Abby Van Winkle's death , Frank & Elizabeth York-East Lyme 


in 1970 that the cottage finally passed 
out of the Bishonfamily's ownership. 


Diane Smith 
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